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COMMONSASENSE Man (hersunder CM): Aside from being & writer and
a TV personality, you travel around Japan for -vm-ﬁvm
events, reading children’s books to children In school. What was the
intention behind starting these events?

Kageki Shimoda (hereunder KS): | would do autograph events at bookstores,
and would see young mothers and young children watching from afar. Back
then, | was only writing books and essays for grown-ups and not particularly
anything for mothers and children.

| have a fond memory of having stories read to by my mother when | was
young - | always look back at those comforting times. Reading out loud to
the young mothers and children crossed my mind then. My thought moved
towards wanting to read books to people, just like my mother did for me.

In Autumn of 1998, | was at another autograph event at the R Bookstore
inside of a department store in Fukuoka. That time in particular the store
had many more young mothers and children, | had an urge to do start a
storytelling.

So | read two children’s books to the crowd before the event. Both the adults
and children seemed to enjoy it very much, and even | was heartfelt after
reading the stories. Six or seven adults and children came up to me later, but
what one person said to me still lingers in my mind.

“I had been feeling down recently, but | feel much better now that I’ve

listened to your storytelling.”

I was pleasantly surprised by how positively the storytelling had affected

someone. On that day, | decided | would actively continue with my
storytelling.

CM: Your profile suggests that the number of times you’ve done your
storytelling events “Yoiko-Ni-Yomikikasetai” had reached 1,800 by 2015.
What is the count now?

KS: It reached a total of 1,875 by the end of 2016.

CM: What does writing mean to you? And what is “Yoiko-Ni-
Yomikikasetai” to you?

KS: Writing gives me a chance to playfully interact with the world. | hope that
by having “Yoiko-Ni-Yomikikasetai” readings, | awaken the children’s senses
allowing them to bring out their creativity.

CM: What are some of your most me
Yomikikasetai” events?

KS: After reading one story, | usually do a shor
was going to involve a camel, so | asked to the
of a camel’s back?”

They all raise their hands, but | know
hands to fit in, even if they don’t know the answer.

If'1 call on one of them and they aren't able to answer, | always tell them “You
must have forgotten your answer. You can tel| me when you remember it,” in
order for the child not to feel embarrassed. y
When they are able to answer, they aren't ioking around; they speak their

mind out loud. A five- ear-old gil =
s y girl answered, Camels have clothes in their

| told her that it was a brilliant answer.
eating or drinking, you can at least ch
mood. Perhaps you want to be a desig
The girl smiled, looking pleased.

morable times from the “Yoiko-Ni-

t quiz session. The next story
children, “What is in the hump

“Even if you have to go days without
ange your fashion and lighten up the
ner when you grow up.”

Even the children who knew the answers, the answers varied. “Nutrition.™
“power.,” “energy”... All great answers, and all correct. E
Back in my days, my teachers would only tell us that it was water or fat
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your motivation?
KS: | want to find out about the future as possible. | have the urge fo slways

look ahead, and soak in everything in front of me.

CM: You are also well known for your colourful fashion. Whet do you
think about when you choose your clothes? What is your faveurite
fashion item?

KS: | believe that your very own style evolves when you wear what you want
to wear, and feel comfortable in your own skin, My favourite fashion items
are colourful tights.

CM: Can you tell us the most unforgettable memory of sl of your trips?
KS: | travelled to Sri Lanka about 40 years ago. The Galle Face coast in their
capital Colombo is known for amazing sunsets behind the Indian Ocean,
Inside the breakwater structures was a lawn park where people could relax
and watch the sunset. | was walking along the breakwater, admiring the
sunset myself, and then suddenly, | heard firecrackers, and looked behind
me to see all of the people on the lawn stood up. | thought that maybe the
local football team had won, and the supporters were jumping up with joy.
Then the local guide said to me, “It’s a terrorist attack. Get down!”

When | got down and looked towards the lawn, | saw ten or so men with
small guns running away. The LTTE (made up of minority Tamid) resisted against
country’s ruling by the Sinhala tribe, with armed forces, which resulted in a
civil war.

A unit from LTTE had snuck into Colombo, and threatened to shoot the
locals. It d as though the purp was to threaten without any actua
killing.

In 20(:19. when | heard the news of the civil war ending, | remembered that
beautiful sunset, offset by the frigh ng gunsh
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CM: Do you plan your schedule before
improvise? You 90 on trips, or do you ke 1o
KS: | always decide as I go.

CcM: Hmmmrmnl“ﬂn while traveiling?
KS: Sometimes. While 1 was walking along the Kyu-Tokaido str
5 eets, |

Chi: Do you have any travel mistake stories?
KS: While staying at a hotel near whers indian Lioes e,
from the ceiling in the middie of the night. | mas et ‘-':"'l-l—




CM SEOSEAS. RROBA D SREASNBLRETOXEE T LY - FREBVETH?

KS: QMGT&&@NBHM‘DIR!SEloﬂ?ﬁatﬂﬁiﬁﬁ?(bt‘ A>TV e

DRTKOVWSEBSAIRHY Al

TBAY)

:::::(:6 CRIBOSRWPRRTUL. (BEIC LD BT — EATHRBEBOA
FITEELEH, ALEDTICIAATLEVELS,

cm:

. N.!!llﬂ)ﬂi.EEiBh.Etb‘l:ﬁ:‘(!ﬂ&tﬁ!ﬁ&R!at‘%lt‘&!bhfi‘.
5. ETATTE EDESISROLET b ?

NYSEH.

CM: SEoL8ToTH LB ?
ITSNT— )

CM: BRI L TIROM ). MBS 137

BT BWEEOBSBIAHAT %,
L 4 <BLB/OBRE, ZOMRBITHA-T-
B : & HEe>TALDBRE

CM: What are some bold actions that you've taken during cmm that

you definitely wouldn't normally take?
KS: | accidentally walked in to an outdoor onsen path during the women-only

hours. The woman in the bath were all happy old ladies, so when one of them
invited me in, we had so much fun. | sang a song“Katte ni Shiyagare” to liven
up the crowd even more, and the hotel workers walked in on us but didn’t

seem to care.

CM: If you were allowed to go anywhere for two weeks and spend as
much money as you'd like, where would you go and what would you do?
KS: Fifth Avenue in NY.

CM: Where would you like to visit at the moment?
KS: Kuala Lumpur

CM: What do you enjoy most about travelling? What keeps you going?
KS: Interacting with the non-tourist area rural town natives. Having heart to
heart conversations with them is great.




